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STAT

By Vic Gold ~

(EXCERPT FROM AN INTERVIEW WITH WILLIAM SAFIRE)

Safire: **Nobody around here tells me |

what to write or not to write. I'mmy own
man. limited only by the laws of libel,
which don’t concern me because I know
that I harbor no malice, and even more
important, I have a high regard for the
truth. Before 1 turn in a piece, I've
checked it out thoroughly, and working
for the Times I've had the benefit of
watching the best in the business. pros
like Sy Hersh. I have a lot of respact for
Hersh. but [ doubt if I'lt learn to use the
telephene as well as he does. He's one of
the best badgerers in town, and to be
successful in investigative reporting you
have to know how to badger, to stay after
people in positions of power who want to
ston=wall on stories. Take Stansficld
Tu:- -. Now Tumer, there’s the guy who
wa - ipposed-to open the doors and letin
fre-~ wr at the CIA, and he won't even
rei. - calls. I interpret that as a sign of
weab coss, asure indication that whatI'm |

suling withisa pubhc official whocan't |
stand &he heat.”

It is 2 Py and Bill Safire, having lunchad .
on a chef’s salad at Duke Zeibert's, is'
back in his office, waiting for theonecall |
that will wrap up his day On schedule, -
the phone rings. It is not 3lansf1eld
Turner, but the columnist’s source on
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, *‘the one guy,”” as ;
he describes him, ‘*who hasn’t been
talked to by anybody else.”” But now
he'll talk to Safire, as, sooner or later, !
will Stanstield Turner, if he stays in the .
kitchen long enough. Ii's inevitable,
given Safire’s talent for being in the right .
place at the right time: Jimmy Carter’ Sx
CIA director will either call him back or :
one day find himself trapped in the |
barber’s chair at Milton Pitts’s estab- |
lishment, with Bill Safire there to pull up !
a stool. ol
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